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  THANK YOU TO OUR SPONSORS  

CH696 



 

 

Matthew Rushing 
Dennis Samac 
Donald Schrieffer 
Jami Searle 
Darrel Shatterly 
John Sperandeo 
Janice Stuber 
Lisa Sundy 
Frederick Tatum  
 

LEADER  
$500 - $749 
   

Stephen Akers 
Steven Aldridge 
James Amison 
Matthew Avery 
Andrew Ayres 
Tiffany Ballard 
Noell Bell 
Stephen Beltran 
Scott Bender 
Robert Bennet 
Roger Boudreaux 
Stephen Boykin 
Betty Brassell 
Jackqueline Brinkman 
Terri Brooks 
Shawn Brown 
Sheila Brown 
Gregory Brown 
Richard Burrough 
Jackie Bylell 
Autumn Carney 
Tammie Carroll 
Kevin Carter 
Kimberly Carvos 
Linda Castleman 
Kimberly Cavros 
Mary Christopher 
Alyssa Christopherson 
Robert Collier 
Sharon Collinsworth 
Jeremy Coon 
Louise Coulter 
Elyssa Crandall 
William Crookshanks 
Robert Crosby 
Alisa Crumbley 
Marc Cunnignham 
Jim Cypret 
Susan Czekanski 
Jeanne Dailey 
Stephen Dennis 
Gina Denny 

Susan Destin 
Karen Dickerson 
Jason Driver 
Mark Dutram 
Taylor Elkins 
Gregory Eller 
Philip English 
Dwayne Farrell 
Lisa Farrell 
Jennifer Feola 
Ashley Flowers 
Ricky Floyd 
Teresa Frey 
Bryan Gilbert 
Kathleen Gillman 
Amanda Gosnel 
Michelle Goss 
Colleen Gregory 
Nancy Griffin 
Andrew Griffith 
Debra Haan 
Jared Hamilton 
Douglas Harlson 
Karen Ann Hasch 
Ken  Hinrichs 
Steve Hilton 
Dwayne Hopkins 
Judith Horne 
Tina Houston 
Tiffany Howell-Phillips 
Carla Hunt 
Jae Son Hutchings 
Theresa Isaacs 
Gregory  Jackson 
Scott Jackson 
Lisa Jones 
James Keeney 
Linnette Kellar 
Brittany Kennedy 
Chelsy Kennedy 
Donna Kidney 
Leo King 
Elaine Kinsey 
Yasemin Koch 
Jennifer Larry 
Brett Latham 
Howard Lemaster 
John Lewis 
Bertram  Little 
James Littrell 
Ruth Lovejoy 
Ronda Lukevich 
Doree Maffei 
Elsie Mason 
Clarence Mayo 

Daniel Mayo 
John McGee 
Matthew McGee 
Amy McKinley  
Cliff  Meyers 
David Michael 
Rikki Miller 
Andrea Mitchell 
Samuel Molyet 
Moya Moore 
Donna Morgan 
Judith Morris 
Mike Morris 
Amber Murray 
Janelee Music 
Georgia Nasworthy 
Charles Nunekamer 
Naomi Olk 
Tara Otis 
Jan Outzen 
Patricia Parker 
Erica Parker 
Greg Pennington 
Dennis Phillips 
Philip Playle 
Mary Powe 
Katie Powell 
Michael Purvis 
Nysan Quimson 
Christina Raffield 
William Reeves 
Cheryl Rhoads 
Steve Rhodes 
Ida Richards 
Rhonda Riess 
Susan Rimsa 
Michael Robison 
Arsenio Rodriguez 
Richard Rogers 
Alyssa Rummelt 
Cheryl Rushing 
Tina Rushing 
Donald Rustin 
Joshua Ryan 
Stephanie Schjott-Guidry 
Daniel Schlief 
Stephanie Seagle 
Scott Seay 
Robin Shaw 
Tolanda Shorden 
Harry Siegel 
Danielle Simmons 
Joseph Skinner 
Zachary Smith 
Valerie Soltis 

Kristen Spiers 
Lynn Stegner 
Matthew Strohmeyer 
Barbara Telford 
William Tinsley 
Kirk Tompkinson 
John Tranis 
Joshua Turnier 
Champagne Vick 
Alan Vieira 
Gary Vilott 
George Wagner 
Christopher Ward 
Christa Whittaker 
Kimberly Wilkison 
Jerry Williams 
Lee Williams 
Ronnie Wilson 
Tracy Wilson 
Yazsha Winesett 
Constance Wood 
Anne Yates 

Please Note: If we inadvertently 
missed your name or you would 
like to have your name listed 
differently, please accept our 
apology and let us know by calling 
850-243-0315 
 

Any updates or corrections for this 
year will also be made to the digital 
copy of this report on our website 
at www.United-Way.org  
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  LEADERSHIP GIVING 

Our Mission 
We serve donors, advocates and volunteers with   
the organization and leadership they require to    
provide financial stability, education opportunities, 

and healthy lives to their community.  

 
Our Vision 
Envision a community where resources are aligned 
to ensure people are healthy, families are strong, 
and youth and adults are engaged in strengthening 

social bonds.. 

Terri Duplantis, Finance Director 

Carolyn Folley, Marketing Director 

Cindy Holmes, Resource Development Director 

Brittnee Orr, Campaign Assistant 

Amariles Rosado, Community Impact Director 

Mike Johnson, Maintenance 

GRANT FUNDED EMPLOYEES 

Esther Lynn Hemphill, ReadingPals 

Libby Verhulst, Receptionist 

             2018-2019  STAFF  

MESSAGE FROM OUR  
PRESIDENT & CEO 

Rick Owen                  
United Way                          

   2018—2019 STAFF 

There is an old axiom for spring, “March comes in like     
a lion and goes out like a lamb.”  For our United Way, 
2018 came in like a lion and never stopped roaring!     
This year has seen the culmination of two prior years’ 
work   to make this organization more agile to address-
ing the needs of the community, while reinvigorating   
volunteerism, advocacy, and partnership. With much 
more work still to be done, it is refreshing to look back 
and    see how far we’ve come in a such a short period of 
time!  In a community flush with charitable organizations 
that focus on individual community needs, it is important 
to remember the unique role occupied by our local United 
Way in monitoring many, many areas of focus to ensure 
the dollars entrusted to us by our donors are invested in   
a way to make the greatest impact on the most pressing 
needs.   
   

More significantly, perhaps, it is essential to remind our-
selves that our United Way is a local organization.  No-
where was this more evident than in the aftermath of 
Hurricane Michael.  While several large, national charities 
were soliciting donations for future relief in the impacted 
counties from outside of Northwest Florida, our United 
Way was coordinating volunteers, and collecting and 
moving resources to our neighbors to the east to begin 
making a meaningful improvement quickly and in  a way 
that only a local, agile organization could.   
    
The United Way of Okaloosa and Walton Counties fights 
for the health, education, and financial stability of every 
person in every community we serve. But we do not fight 
alone.  By building synergies with other organizations 
across multiple areas of expertise, we collaborate and 
focus resources on the biggest challenges, no matter 
how daunting. 
   

This report will help you see and value the United Way’s 
work.  What you accomplish through investment, volun-
teerism, and advocacy makes a resounding impact for 
the good in Okaloosa and Walton Counties. 
 

Thank you for your tireless support and resolute trust.  

COVER:  “CIRCLE OF HANDS”...COMPLIMENTS OF         
 PUBLIX (CRESTVIEW) EMPLOYEES.   

                  Thank you for your support !    



 

 

GOLD  
$2,000 + 
        

Kirsten Alexander 
Don Bierman 
Barb & Lou Bonner 
Marshall Buscemi 
Rikki Carloni 
Judy Durham 
Michael Guidry 
Charlie Kessler 
Gordon King 
Robert Kirila 
Sherri McDonald 
Rosemarie Morris 
Beverly Olson 
Rick Owen 
Michael Pelletier 
Margaret Philips  
Anthony Whittington 

 
SILVER  
$1,500-$1,990 
   

Tracy Fister 
Adam Jett 
Bernard Johnson 
Joe Kerns 
James MacDonell 
Frances Negron 
Jamie Nichols 
Martha Novinger 
Henry Quinones 
Samantha Smith 
Marshall Springle 
Chad Sutherland 
Erica Thomas 
Donald Widmainer 

 
BRONZE  
$1,000-$1,499 
      

Maria Abas 
Kristopher Allabaugh 
Anje Anderson 
Kelly Arnette 
Gary Auger 
Michael Borries 
Melinda Bowers 
Patrick Brindley 
Mary Burgess 
Kathleen Cardenas 
Shelton Carroll 
Wes Cockrell 
Dean Comeau 

Tracy Conerly 
Leonard Coughlin 
Barbara Covington 
John Cripe 
Aaron Davidson 
David DeVos 
Triston Downing 
Terri Duplantis 
Amanda Eldridge 
Michael Elliott 
Herman Everidge 
Rebecca Fields 
Jennifer Fines 
Gail Folsom 
Tabby Fournier 
Danna Franks 
Diane Fraser 
Valerie Gilbert 
Randal Grimmette 
Scarlott Guillory 
Kenneth Hair 
Elliott Harrison 
William Hartman 
Stephen Haynes 
Brent Haywood 
Nancy Henson 
Jeffrey Hernandez 
Anita Hinton 
Jessica Hodges 
Cindy Holmes 
Tiffany Hughes 
Adam Jackson 
Eric Johnson 
Beth Jones 
Jason Jones 
Mary Jones 
Keith Jowers 
Robert Kamm 
Michael Lindhort 
James Lueken 
George Maples 
Thadeus Matthews 
Kim McGill 
Ron Moliterno 
Nezzy Morgan 
Freddie Muir 
Richard Nieaermeyer 
Paul Naberezny 
Robert Northerner 
Justin Nugent 
Michael Oleksuk 
John Olson 
Andrew Ort 

Molly Peterson 
Zuleyka Ramos Morales 
Corey Renella 
Paul Rhein 
Casandra Rodriguez 
Margie Sanders 
Bryce Schroeder 
Garrett Senn 
Jesse Senn 
Mark Serafin 
Linda Shiver 
Natalie Shrater 
Ben Skinner 
Ryan Steiner 
Michael Sterner 
Tina Stevenson 
Wayne Thompson 
Alexis Tibbetts 
Arielle Turner 
Melissa Ubillus 
Susan Van Buren 
Jennifer Vliet 
Glenn Ward 
Joseph Warf 
Jared Wark 
Scottie Wilkinson 
Susan Wilkinson 
Lisa Williams 
Jonna Wilson 
Steve Wolfrom 
Shannon Xedis 

 
PATRON  
$750-$999 
 

Clarke Barefield 
Michael Beedie 
Bruce Berntsen 
Bradley Butler 
Kelly Campbell 
Kathy Cole 
Cheryl Duty 
Don Edwards 
Guy Farmer 
Howard Fisher 
Carolyn Folley 
Suzanne Gaines 
Frankie Givens 
Lyvonnica Green 
Simon Heller 
Cory Lundy 
Brian O'Neal 
Everett Ratliff 
Lee Reinsmith 
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         LEADERSHIP GIVING 

United Way’s Tocqueville 
Society was created to    
honor the goodwill and 

community leadership that         
inspired Alexis de  

Tocqueville’s writings  
more than 175 years ago.     

Today, the Tocqueville  
Society is one of the 

world’s most prestigious           
institutions for individuals 
who are passionate about 
improving peoples’ lives 

and strengthening         
communities.   

United Way donors who 
give $10,000 or more     

annually are members of 
the Tocqueville Society    
and are recognized both 

locally and nationally.   

Alan Gieseman  
Paul Swan 

          FINANCIALS 
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$100,000 AND UP 
Publix Supermarkets 
 

$35,000 AND UP 
Gulf Power 
Nationwide 
Publix - South Walton #1258 
Publix - Racetrack #1303 
Publix - Watercolor #153 
Publix - Paradise Point #766 
     

$25,000 - $34,999 
Publix - Crestview #801 
Publix - Destin #677 
Publix - Freeport #1351 
Publix - Niceville #1461 
Reliance Test & Technology 
UPS 
 

$10,000 - $24,999 
CHELCO  

Enterprise Holdings 

Okaloosa Gas District 

Publix - North Crestview #1602 

Publix - Mary Esther #383 

Publix - Grand Boulevard #885 

White - Wilson Medical Center 
     

$5,000 - $9,999  
Carr, Riggs & Ingram LLC 
Chautauqua Healthcare Services 
First City Bank 
Fort Walton Beach High School  
Hancock Whitney 
Hilton Sandestin 
Newman Dailey Resort Properties 
Southland Utility Services 
United Way of Okaloosa & Walton 
 

$2,500 - $4,999 
The Arc of the Emerald Coast 
BancorpSouth 
Bluewater Elementary 
The Boeing Company 
Boys & Girls Club of the EC 
Children In Crisis 
City of Destin 
COLSA 
Crestview High School  
DCS Corporation 
Destin Middle School 
Eglin Federal Credit Union 
Elliott Point Elementary 
Mary Esther Elementary School 
Micro Systems 

Niceville High School 
Northwest Florida State College 
Okaloosa School District Office 
Okaloosa STEMM Academy 
Ruckel Middle School 
South Walton High School 
Summit Bank 
Trustmark National Bank 
Walton High School 
West DeFuniak Elementary 
 

$1,500 - $2,499 
AAFES 
Baker School 
Bit-Wizards 
Bob Sikes Elementary 
Bruner Middle School 
City of Fort Walton Beach 
Davidson Middle School 
Delta Air Lines 
Destin Elementary 
Edwins Elementary 
Emerald Coast Middle School 
Emerald Transformer 
Freeport Elementary 
Kenwood Elementary  
Laurel Hill School 
Lewis Bear Company 
Maude Saunders Elementary 
Meigs Middle School 
Mossy Head School 
Okaloosa County Sheriff's Office 
Paxton School 
Pryor Middle School 
Riverside Elementary 
Royal Dutch Shell 
Silver Sands School 
University of West Florida FWB 
Walton Middle School 
Wright Elementary 
 

$500 - $1,499  
Acme 
AMIKids Emerald Coast 
Antioch Elementary 
AT&T 
BBVA Compass 
Beach Community Bank 
Bridgeway Center 
CCB Community Bank 
Choctawhatchee High School 
Edge Elementary 
Eglin Elementary 
Elder Services 
Eleanor J Johnson Youth Center 
 

Emerald Coast Science Center 
Emerald Coast Tech College 
Florosa Elementary School 
Freeport High School  
Goodwill Easter Seals  
IBM 
JC Penney 
Lewis School 
Lockheed Martin 
Longwood Elementary School 
Mental Health Association 
Northrop Grumman 
Okaloosa Clerk of Courts 
Okaloosa County Water & Sewer 
Plew Elementary 
Raymond James  
ResortQuest 
Shelter House 
Shoal River Middle School 
Southside Primary School  
Wyle Laboratories 
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 2018 WORKPLACE GIVING CAMPAIGN 
   2018—2019 BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

COMMUNITY            
CAMPAIGN      

HIGHLIGHTS 

• Campaign consisted of 
94% workplace campaigns 
and 6% Corporate and   
Private donors  

• 3,467 donors contributed 

• 50% of contributions from 

Donors giving less than 
the Leadership Levels  
represent 29% of the  
Campaign  

• Top 3 Campaigns were up 
9.6% over 2017  

We all know what a beautiful spot we call home, 
whether it’s the gorgeous white sand beaches, 
picturesque bays, sounds, bayous, or the abun-
dant sunshine and warmth of our climate. What 
makes home even more attractive for me are the 
caring citizens of Okaloosa and Walton counties.  
I have witnessed firsthand in my 8 years of board 
service with United Way, the incredible giving, 
sharing, and caring by the staff and volunteers  
of the agencies United Way serves.  Each partner 
agency serves an important role in our communi-
ties in meeting the  needs of the less fortunate. 
 

As my year as chairman closes, I would like to 
thank all the Publix stores and its employees in 
our two counties for the incredible support it 
plays in the success of the United Way fulfilling 
its mission.  There are so many other corpora-
tions that step up every year, too many to recog-
nize here, but thank you to all that allow us to 
make presentations to your employees and for 
your corporate donations.  Also, a big thank you 
to Caralee Gibson for her efforts in chairing this 
year’s successful campaign.  
  

Finally, I’m excited about the future and direction 
of the United Way of Okaloosa & Walton Coun-
ties.  The new grant process worked well in the 
first year with the organization handing out over 
$660,000, of which $420,000 was awarded to its 
agencies.  Rick Owen and the outstanding United 
Way staff are working diligently to make sure  
every donated $1 is used in the most efficient 
and deserving manner.  Lastly, I must thank you, 
the volunteers, for serving our communities.  Out 
of all my experiences with the United Way I    
continue to be amazed at the level of volunteer-
ism in our great community. Thank you for your 
commitment to making the lives of those less 
fortunate around you better!  

Alan Wood 
CCB Community Bank  

MESSAGE FROM OUR   
2018 BOARD CHAIR  OFFICERS 

Alan Wood, Chair 
CCB Community Bank 
                      

Betty Brassell, Past Chair 
First City Bank  
     

Alexis Tibbetts, Chair-Elect 
Walton County High School  
    
Caralee Gibson, Campaign  
Chair   
GSC Systems 
   
Matthew Zasada, Treasurer/         
Finance Chair  
Carr, Riggs & Ingram 
 

Rick Owen, Secretary 
United Way  
     

EXECUTIVE MEMBERS 
Kim Cox 
Community Impact Chair 
Beach Community Bank 
    

Alicia Booker 
Marketing Chair 
Eglin Air Force Base 
      

BOARD MEMBERS 
Jessica Davenport Atkinson 
Raymond James 
    

Matthew Avery 
CHELCO 
    

Steve Baxter 
Baxter Insurance Agency 
       

Melinda Bowers 
University of West FL 
      

Marshall Buscemi 
Publix-Destin 
    

Mike Coupe 
Cox Communications 

 

Amy Dale 
Okaloosa Schools District Office 
        

Garrick Hatfield  
ZT Motors 
       

John Hofstad  
Okaloosa Board of County       
Commissioners 
        

Jeff Hooton 
Synovus Bank 
     
 

 
  Gordon King 
  Okaloosa Gas District 
       

  Bernard Johnson  
  Gulf Power  
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                             
Robert Kirila  
Your Grateful Nation 
       
Valerie Manley 
BBVA Compass Bank 
         
Mitch Mongell                               
Ft Walton Beach Medical Center 
                  

Charlie Nix 
Okaloosa Sheriff’s Office 
            

Patricia Parker  
Trustmark 
       

Christine Powell 
Sacred Heart  Hospital, EC 
             
Henry Sanders  
The Boeing Company 
        

Katie Sharon 
BBVA Compass 
         
George Shealy                          
FWB Ministerial Association 
       

Nathan Sparks                          
Okaloosa Economic Development 
Council 
      

Paul Swan 
Nationwide, Retired  
 

Darrell Taylor  
Gulf Coast Electric 
       
Aaron Webber 
RDF Associates 
       

Dave Whalen     
Twin Cities Hospital 
        

Randy White  
NWF State College 
 

ACTIVE PAST CHAIRS 
 Jeanne Dailey 
 Newman-Dailey Resort Properties 
   
 Alan Gieseman 
 White-Wilson Medical Center   
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                             

 Walter Hooks 
  Regions Bank 



AMBASSADOR  

COMMITTEE          

Jackie Matichuk, Chair 

Shanel Paulus 

Pam Walters   
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  2018  COMMUNITY AMBASSADORS 

Community Ambassadors are volunteers sponsored by their employer to assist in the implementation of the 
annual United Way Campaign.  Coming from all areas of the workforce with the primary responsibility of    
managing effective workplace campaigns, ambassadors serve as account managers with assigned local    
businesses and organizations.  They work with United Way Staff, the Ambassador committee, community    
and business leaders, and other volunteers. In this position they make presentations to employee groups,    
educating them about the issues facing our community and how United Way fights for the health, education 
and financial stability of every person in our community. Ambassadors come away with a keen sense of their 
ability to make an impact in the community and with honed professional skills to help advance their career.    
By sponsoring an ambassador, your employee returns with experience in public speaking, project manage-
ment, goal setting, networking, team building, problem solving, organizing and event planning.   

Renea Black, Early Learning Coalition 

Katie Cholcher, Shelter House 

Lauren Donaldson, Okaloosa County 

Gemini Fisher, CCB Community Bank  

Linda Flemming, Sharing and Caring Inc. 

Kim Fraley, Twin Cities Paviliion 

Diane Fraser, Emerald Coast Science Center 

Jason Fulghum, Sheriff Office 

Brianne Gregor, Walton Schools 

Ken Hair, Children in Crisis 

Jamil Harris, Cornerstone Financial 

Tiffany Howell, Hilton Sandestin 

Kitty Jones, Shelter House 

Henry Kelley, Okaloosa County Public Schools 

April Leakes, UWF 

Bert Little, Boys and Girls Club 

Jackie Matichuk, Okaloosa Gas 

Debra McDaniel, Opportunity Place 

Michelle Miligan, Opportunity Place 

Laura Moore, Children in Crisis 

Charlie Nix, Sheriff Office 

Shanel Paulus, Synovus 

Erin Perrin, AMI Kids 

Dennis Phillips, CHELCO 

Myyonna  Pride, EJJ Youth Center 

Kristin Rochelle, Early Learning Coalition 

Pricilla Rose, Legal Shield Associates 

Mandy Scott, BBVA Compass 

Darryl Smith, Hilton Sandestin 

Erin Thatcher, Arc of the Emerald Coast 

Pam Walters, NWF State College 

Eva Wise, Catholic Charities 

Karen Wright, Walton Schools 

GET TO KNOW ALICE 

ALICE  
Asset Limited, Income Constrained, Employed 

Working hard and barely making it. 

ALICE is an acronym for Asset Limited, Income  Constrained, 
Employed — households that earn more than the Federal   
Poverty Level, but less than the basic cost of living for the 
county (the ALICE Threshold).  Combined, the number of    
ALICE and poverty-level households equals the total           
population struggling to afford basic needs.  
   

DID YOU KNOW - out of 76,102 households in Okaloosa  
County, 36% struggle to pay for basic needs such as        

housing, child care, food, transportation, and health care.   
       Walton County: 27,207 households—35%  
In Florida, statewide, there are 46% of households facing the 
same financial challenges.   

Federal Poverty Level  

• Single adult:  $11,880  

• Family of 4:   $24,300   

ALICE Survival Annual Budget 

• Single adult:  $21,336  

• Family of 4:   $57,024   

   % of Households 

• 103,309 households 

• 36%   

 The Household Survival Budget reflects the bare minimum that a household needs to live and work         

today.  It does not include savings for emergencies or future goals like college.   
 

36% of households are struggling and are working hard, but not able to consistently make ends meet 

every month.  This struggle materializes at a rate of $28.51 per hour—what it takes for a family of four 
in Okaloosa County to survive the associated costs of living.    
 

Florida is one of 18 states that have ALICE reports published.  For town and county level                  
ALICE data or to find county-by-county survival and stability budgets for six family sizes, visit:                          

UnitedWayALICE.org/Florida  



28% 
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Caring Coach Program  
Catholic Charities of Northwest Florida   
The Caring Coach Mobile Food Pantry provides hunger relief to those living in the most rural areas of Okaloosa and 
Walton Counties. Many individuals living in these rural areas have low income and do not have transportation or the 
resources to provide nutritional meals for their families. The Caring Coach will take the food and the resources to them, 
while at the same time assisting them with SNAP and Emergency Assistance services.  
Emergency Shelter Program  
Opportunity Place, Inc.      
A “low barrier to entry” shelter for single women and families with a non-discriminatory policy.  Families can stay at the 
shelter for up to 90-days; single women for 60-days. Immediate needs are met at no cost. 
Food Pantry Assistance Program  
Sharing & Caring of Okaloosa County    
Program is to help feed the needy.  Clients include families, children, seniors, the homeless, and unemployed.  Clients 
receive a complete evaluation, advice and counseling.  Pantry items are provided to each client once every 30 days. 
The food assistance is intended to  supplement meals for 2 to 3 days. The all-volunteer staff also provides referrals for 
clothing, household goods, housing, job opportunities, and spiritual counseling.  
Utility Assistance Program   
Program aids individuals with payments of rent and utilities (electricity and gas).  In 2017, the Niceville office furnished 
$70,322.78 of financial support.  Gaps in financial assistance are provided via referral and collaborative efforts with 
partnering agencies.  
Emergency Shelter Program  
Shelter House        
This program provides safe and confidential shelter to victims of domestic and sexual violence, their children and pets. 
Residents are provided with immediate needs such as food and hygiene products and are also assigned an advocate 
who can assess all other needs and provide services such as peer counseling, referrals, legal advocacy and safety 
planning. 
In-Home Senior Services Program  
Walton Okaloosa Council on Aging   
Seniors receive free in-home services based on need.  The In-home program provides basic housekeeping, help with 
shopping, errands, companionship, an emergency alert, supply items for incontinence, and personal care.         

COMMUNITY  FUNDED  PROGRAMS 

The Marketing Committee ensures that our community understands the United Way of Okaloosa & Walton Counties and 
is familiar  with our family of agencies. Volunteers develop ideas to support the annual fundraising campaign including 
the theme, brochure, video, billboards, radio and TV public service announcements. They coordinate and volunteer on the 
committees for the Days of Caring, the official campaign kick-off event, plus Stamp Out Hunger, Cram the Van, Coats for 
Kids, Rock United Music Fest and the Annual Meeting.       

2018 MARKETING COMMITTEE  

Marketing Chair - Bonnie Whitfield, CHECO 
   

Jessica Atkinson - Raymond James 

Alicia Booker - Eglin AFB 

Caralee Gibson - GSC Systems 

Mandi Gosnell - First City Bank  

Drew Ayers - Gulf Power Co 

Valerie Manley - BBVA Compass 

Kathy Newby - Retired 

Michele Nicholson -  Okaloosa Sheriff’s Office   

Jan Orr - Gulf Power Co  

Melissa Rose - CHELCO 

Lynn Stegner - Publix 

Vicki Tarro - FWB Medical Center 

Gail Waller - Edward Jones Investments 

2-1-1  Florida Panhandle - A resource and referral service and the first place to call when you don’t 

know where to call.  Answered 24 hours / 7 days a week 365 days a year.  In 2018, the 2-1-1 operators 

took calls relating to utility services assistance - 2,093; calls for rent assistance / housing / shelters -

1,816; calls for needing food or meals - 778; health related calls - 310; and substance abuse and mental 

health calls - 450.  

Cram the Van - Saturdays in July and August ...in 2018, the Okaloosa Public School Foundation and volunteers 
from 25 Okaloosa District Schools collected school supplies during July. Ten other United Way Partner Agencies 
collected supplies to assist their clients or local schools. Thanks to our sponsors:  Lee Automotive Group,       
Cumulus Radio, Walmart and Publix.     

Coats for Kids at Christmas - Community coat drive for children.  2018 Stats - collected and distributed over 
2,800 coats for children in Okaloosa and Walton Counties.  Eighteen Partner Agencies assisted in distributing 
coats; Over 100 collection boxes were distributed to local businesses; ResortQuest, a Wyndham Resort cleaned 
the coats; and A&A Transfer provided the boxes.     

Stamp Out Hunger Food Drive - United Way has partnered with the National Association of Letter Carriers for the 
past 26 years to organize the Stamp Out Hunger Food Drive.  All collected food items are distributed to our Partner 
Agencies and local food banks.  The food drive is held the second Saturday of May to help replenish our food 
banks.  In 2018, Okaloosa and Walton Counties collected over 96,782 pounds of food and distributed to 23 local food 
banks.   

Familywize - A prescription assistance program which is a longtime partner of United Way,                   
working with nearly 1,000 local United Ways dedicated to helping improve the health and well-being          
of  individuals, families and communities.  In 2018, this program helped 8,729 people in Okaloosa           
County save  $231,378.  In Walton County, 1,511 people saved $32,509.   

VITA / MFT- Volunteer Income Tax Assistance. United Way partners with IRS to provide 
FREE tax assistance to residents with low-to-moderate income and assists eligible tax-
payers in claiming any special credits and deductions.  2016 - volunteers processed 239 
tax returns, kept $156,319 in our community and saved $28,680 in preparation fees.    

  UNITED WAY PROGRAMS IMPACTING OUR COMMUNITY 

ReadingPals connects volunteers  with preschoolers to help get ready for kindergarten. Each week, for 25  
weeks, a ReadingPals volunteer spends time with preschoolers, reading a book, completing activities and       
developing skills that children will need for success in school.  Children who read at grade level by the fourth 
grade are four times more likely to graduate from high school.    

is a group of diverse, vibrant volunteers who are leading the charge and inspiring change 
by empowering each other to bring inspired ideas, personal passions, expertise and resources together to get  
things done - to make a lasting impact in our communities.  Our powerful network of women  leaders lives united 
against the most critical issues facing Okaloosa and Walton Counties.  We are raising our hands, rolling up our 
sleeves, and leaving fingerprints on a legacy of change that benefits everyone in the communities we call home.   

Days of Caring - September...organized by United Way and is the largest volunteer days of service that       
provides individuals the opportunity to learn the needs of the community while helping nonprofits, schools and    
our local parks.  The 25th Annual Days of Caring brought together 847 volunteers from 69 companies, who 
completed 62 projects and donated over 3,600 hours of service: a total value of $84,268 in service for our        
community.   
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Academic Success for At-risk Youth Program  
AMIKids Emerald Coast     
Youth attending Success for At-risk Youth program increases the students’ academic performance by utilizing an individual-
ized education plan designed for each specific student to receive instruction at the level necessary to make academic gains. 
One-To-One Mentoring Program  
Big Brothers Big Sisters of Northwest Florida  
Provides a one-to-one mentoring option which allows volunteers and their Little Brother / or Little Sister time together out        
in the community 2-4 times a month. Children who participate in this program are 6-18 years of age receive an enriched      
experience from sharing everyday activities and forming new friendships. 
Susanna Wesley Emergency Shelter Program   
Children in Crisis        
Our Shelter is often the first stop for children and their experience here is vital to their well-being and success. Three meals 
and two snacks are given daily.  Within the first 72 hours of arriving to CIC, these children will receive a range of services  
from meals to wellness check-ups and dental care plus receive clothing and other necessities to move in.  On staff is an    
Educational Liaison who works directly with the schools, to best serve their educational needs.  
School Readiness Program  
Early Learning Coalition of the Emerald Coast 
Program aids disadvantaged families in Okaloosa and Walton Counties who are pursuing work or training. The program     
examines physical, social, emotional and  intellectual development; involves parents as their child's first teacher; prepares 
children to be ready for school and gives parents information about their child’s development and other topics of interest. 
Children receive developmental screenings and are connected to health and educational specialists.   
Dance Program  
Eleanor J. Johnson Youth Center (EJJYC)    
EJJYC Dance Program is a year-round program that creates a sisterhood for at-risk youth. Their participation often replaces 
absent parents as a source of positive support and social-emotional development.  Participants receive tutoring, mentoring, 
ACT and SAT prep testing, participation in other community programs, dance technique classes, dance camp participation, 
dance program banquet recognition, as well as ability to participate in competitive dance competitions year-round. Partici-
pants must complete 120 hours of community service annually and maintain good grades.  
Dance Program Academic Scholarship Program 
EJJYC Dance Scholarship provides a $1000 Academic scholarship to dance program members who are graduating from     
high school and have completed all requirements.   
Block Builder’s Program   
EJJYC Block Builders program challenges youth 6- 12 years of age to be creative, think like scientists and engineers, and    
build robotics utilizing Legos. Students work in groups of 6 or less to plan, produce, and execute robotics. Program teaches 
youth to use basic knowledge for completing tasks and projects within a team environment.    
 At-risk and Early Education Program  
Emerald Coast Science Center    
This program will give at-risk youth and young children in early educational programming with educational opportunities       
typically not found in schools in order to enrich learning and lead to better health, social, and educational outcomes.  
Transition Program  
Independence for the Blind of West Florida 
Visually impaired and blind youth ages14—21 are offered year-round education after school, on weekends, and through an   
intensive summer program.  Includes Braille or use of magnifiers and other low vision devices to read and write efficiently, 
use of computers and other appropriate high-tech assistive devices. Program helps youth identify vocational interests and 
values and offers opportunities for on-the-job experiences.   
Volunteer Advocates Training Program  
Northwest Florida Guardian ad Litem Foundation 
The Volunteer Advocates Training Program supports the recruitment, training, recognition, retention, and continued motiva-
tion of Guardian ad Litem (GAL) volunteer advocates who are assigned by the Court and whose role is to speak for the best          
interests of the child.  
Children in Need Program 
GAL Foundation is the financial source of last resort for these children who are in need. These children have been abused,   
neglected, abandoned, and their value system has been severely traumatized.  Program provides basic needs: clothes, shoes, 
beds, school supplies, etc., as well as items to help regain their sense of normalcy such as school field trips, gymnastics,       
summer camp, sports activities, etc. 

COMMUNITY  FUNDED  PROGRAMS UNITED WAY OF OKALOOSA & WALTON COUNTIES VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES 
www.volunteeremeraldcoast.com 

Volunteer Emerald Coast.com is a new volunteer  
platform which the United Way launched in September 
2018 with Days of Caring.  It is changing the way United 
Way of Okaloosa & Walton Counties is volunteering.      
   

Get Connected with the community by either volunteering 
for one of the many listed volunteer opportunities or if 
you are a non-profit organization, register and list your         
organization’s volunteer opportunities.   

VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES  

AMBASSADOR PROGRAM—serve as leaders by advocating and supporting United Way’s Workplace 
Campaign 
 
COMMUNITY IMPACT COMMITTEE — participate in the grant award process 
 
CRAM THE VAN—ensure that Walton and Okaloosa counties’ students are equipped for school  
 
DAYS OF CARING — participate in Okaloosa & Walton counties largest single-day “hands-on” event   
for volunteers   
 
MARKETING — planning and implementation of programs and events 
 
READINGPALS—volunteer one-hour a week to read to VPK children 
 
VITA — help provide free income tax assistance to hardworking families 
 
WOMEN UNITED — join and participate in on-going projects for schools and our community  

Jessica Atkinson - Chair  

Shirley McAfee - Co-Chair 
   

Brooke Barron 

Kate Dexter 

Wanjiku Jackson 

Valerie Manley 

Precious Neely 

Peggy Nehring 

 

 
 

Brittnee Orr 

Eryn Raborn 

Bea Reynolds  

Kristin Rochelle 

Pamela Walters 

                 W OMEN  U N IT ED 

Committee 

A group of diverse, vibrant volunteers who are leading the charge and inspiring 
change by empowering each other to bring inspired ideas, personal passions,        
expertise and resources  together to get  things done - to make a lasting impact       
in our communities.  
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Susan Ault-Davis, Retired  

Carol Beason, CCB Community Bank 

Shawn  Daugherty,  Boeing 

Yen Downs, All Rick Insurance Company 

Bernita Everett, First City Bank 

Cindy Frakes, ERA American Real Estate 

Suzanne Gaines, Retired  

Judie Galatro, Okaloosa Gas District 

Audrey Jacobs, Retired  

Linda Jones, Trustmark 

Jennifer Kraus, Bit Wizards 

Carmen Lundy, Prevention and Victims Services  

Valerie  Manley, BBVA Compass 

Susan Ozbirn, Companion Animal Hospital   

Patricia Parker, Trustmark 

Matt Rushing, CHELCO 

Anthony Sawyer, 90 Works 

Melanie Sellers, Cadence Bank 

Alonzo Smith, Retired  

Eva Wise, Catholic Charities 

CHAIR:   Kim  Cox - Beach Community Bank  

    COMMUNITY IMPACT COMMITTEE COMMUNITY  FUNDED  PROGRAMS 

Smart Girls Program   
Boys and Girls Club of the Emerald Coast   
Smart Girls is a prevention education program focused on health, fitness, and self-esteem enhancement for girls ages 8-17 
years.  Program offers guidance for healthy attitudes and lifestyles, eating right, staying fit, and getting good health care. It  
also addresses more sensitive topics affecting young girls today: date rape, sexual harassment, and emotional changes 
girls experience as they develop through their adolescence.  
2-1-1 Program   
Chautauqua Healthcare Services     
2-1-1 is an easy to remember three-digit telephone number assigned by the Federal Communications Commission for 
providing quick and easy access to information about health and human services.  Available 24 hours— 7 days a week. 
The Hurt Hunger Program   
Eleanor J. Johnson Youth Center      
Provides hot meals to at-risk youth with  access to all five food groups, and the option to try new foods at a no-hunger risk. 
The program also provides weekly food boxes up to 8 families with an assessed need. Food boxes are distributed on first 
come first serve basis.    
Operational Transportation Program   
The Arc of the Emerald Coast                
Program provides transportation via a fleet of handicapped accessible vans, within the disabled community that live within 
our group or assisted living homes.  We are the sole provider of transportation and the only access to the resources they 
need, the care they need, and the outside world.  
Adult and Older Blind Program  
 Independence for the Blind of West Florida   
Provides training and services to Blind and Visually Impaired individuals, so they can live independently, return to a full role 
in the family, work and community.    
Psychiatric Medication Assistance Program  
Mental Health Association of Okaloosa Walton Counties   
Provides prescribed mental wellness medication, free of charge. This treatment program is relied upon by clients of Bridge-
way Center, Chautauqua Healthcare Services, FWB Medical Psychiatric unit, and indigent persons who must take psycho-
tropic medicines to be productive employees, parents, and citizens. Agency staff are cross-trained to provide this service 
by phone, to follow documentation procedures, to assist the client in securing the means to pay for medicines in the follow-
ing months, and to work with prescribers to obtain the best affordable medications.  
Home for Dinner Program  
Ronald McDonald House Charities of Northwest Florida   
Program is vital as it provides healthy meals that enable families to devote time, energy, and resources to their sick         
children.  This program removes parents’ fears of how or when they will feed their family, eases their financial burdens and 
allows them to re-direct dollars that would have been spent on food, lodging, and gas toward medical bills. 
Prescription Assistance Program  
Sharing & Caring of Okaloosa County    
Prescription program operates by allowing an all-volunteer staff to interview clients upon arrival. Client financial data, the 
required prescription/refill bottle is reviewed; medications are checked against lists of free or reduced medicines (no      
controlled substances are allowed). A printed voucher, valued up to $100, is provided and valid at one of five participating 
pharmacies to receive medication without delay. 

The Community Impact Committee establishes funding priorities and invests resources to fulfill   
our organization's Community Impact goals. This committee of volunteers provides direction as      
to the allocation of resources in the Community Fund, and measures the results of our funded      
partner activities.  During the grant allocation process, the Community Impact Committee ensures 
that evaluations and funding recommendations are aligned with the organizational strategies,    
metrics and goals, and the process is open, fair, transparent and equitable. 

What is a United Way Certified Community Partner? 

A local, 501c(3) organization that has completed and submitted financial and incorporation documents, 

with a verified administrative rate below 25%, and established to have no affiliation or support for terrorist 

groups or activities.  Further, the mission of these agencies must align with the United Way impact areas 

of Health, Education, and Financial Stability.  

American National Red Cross 

AMIkids  

Big Brothers Big Sisters of NWF  

Boy Scouts of America 

Boys and Girls Clubs - Emerald Coast  

Bridgeway Center  

Catholic Charities of NWF  

Chautauqua Healthcare Services 

Children in Crisis  

Children’s Volunteer Health Network  

Crossroads Center  

Early Learning Coalition 

Eleanor J Johnson Youth Center 

Emerald Coast Children’s Advocacy Center  

Emerald Coast Science Center  

Feeding the Gulf Coast 

Fresh Start for Children and Families  

  Habitat for Humanity in Okaloosa County               

 

Harvest House  

Horizons of Okaloosa County  

Independence for the Blind of West FL 

Jobs4u  

Mental Health Assoc. of Okaloosa Walton Counties 

Northwest Florida Guardian Ad Litem Foundation 

OASIS   

Okaloosa County Council On Aging  

Okaloosa Public Schools Foundation 

Opportunity Place  

Ronald McDonald House Charities of NWF  

Ronda Coon Women’s Home  

S4p Synergy  

Safe Connections 

Sharing-Caring  

Shelter House  

The Salvation Army 

Walton Okaloosa County Council on Aging  

Walton Education Foundation  

2018 CERTIFIED COMMUNITY PARTNERS 


